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The Need for Catholic Med· i1ca-'RICHARD L. EGAN, M.D. Medical education 1 h . States has historically s�ar�de thUn1ted t::rn of our dual t e pat­pnvate ownershi sys ;m of p�blic and 
cil1ties Alth hp O educational fa.school; in th�ug each of the medical dent a . ·1 is cou?try offers the stu-s1m1 ar curncul h has significant and �, eac school istJCs. Approximatetrnque character­schools are public / t half of the and approximate! h:lf ax supported, sponsored. Of thy 1 ar� pnvatelyvisions of . e a�ter, five are di-.. Jesuit universities h . h are chu rch related" b , w ic support d . . ut not church "Cathol;c"pnv;�ealun1versities. Are the important t:\:�if s��o?ls s�ff1ciently a part of CathJ 1· y d eir existence as 0 ic e ucation ;i In a practical sens h . medical schools cont i t e C�th�liccant number of d fl ute a sigrnfi-1 . . gra uates to the P y of physJCians. These h 1 sup-numbered amon th sc oo s are ninety med . 1 f e fewer thanTh . Ka sc ools m this count 
dents. More significaiof the faculty have cibe . called training to cat1_on that recognizebasis of modern med part of the academic f cal school teacher has and service as activit/ be separated from hi medical educator. 
:;chools 
, the activities ged what may ystem of edu­the scientificl practice. As ilty, the medi­cpted research which cannot unctions as a 
expected thatout lessening Jpment of bi­velop the be-1Ces. Medical 1e concern of 1e patient not a member of 
af ever more -ientific dis­.e may be ex­.1e ethics of in the future 
a natural or add� f o�ar::i:�::r ::�met that twenfyto produce a ff· . oo s are needed h . SU 1c1ent n b P ysJCians for our . . um er of 
I� the future it i ?1ed1cal education, w its c?ncern for the de\·olo,!sJCa! science, will 'hav1oral and social sc educat1 0 n must reflect the future physician folonly as a person but , SOCiety. The applicatio co�plex and varied Ciplmes to medical pra(pect�� to complicate medtCme. Medical ethi, may be related either ' a �upernatural base. As plies various sciences to the characteristics of 1, 
1 e faculty ap· ·1e analysis of tion. It seems a mcreasmg popula­cation of pparent that the edu-an essential n b physicians is cont" um er of future these existing sch mlgent upon all of R 1 0 0  s. e evant to the . for a specific t yest10� of needare both a d Ype . o medical school escnption of medical educatio d prese?t day of its future It ? an l s�me pro1ection . is on y t th· and fu_ture pattern that �ne is present the uniqueness of th C �an seek cal school. e atholic medi-The contempora d. much more th ry me Ka! school is the trainin �n an or$anization for Graduate. s�d�ts �ot:�tia� physicians. SC!ences and reside�� he _a�JC m_edica! clmical specialties P ys1c1an_s m the ber the undergra:t1ayt equal _m num­ua e medical stu-
48 
d 11, awareness m?st evelop of the I '"d to define with the philosopher •e nature of man. 
ch!hhis !definition wh,n made byre -re ated sch 1 . 1 d Catholic m . oo s, 'nc u ing the d H f edical school will usually 
t
� er rom the definit,on made by e corporate fa lty h school. cu ol t e secular 
t
. Since! th� reform of medical ·educa· ion ear y 10 th· school has is century, the medical 
sit A been a part of the univer-
or y. . s � part of a larger educational b garnzat1on the medical faculty has0 ;c0�el a part of a larger community
1 
sc 0d ars. Medicine has joined withaw an with th I · · tute d . eo OfsY to agam oonst1-. a . }:'namic replica of the original urnvers1ties Ce t ·n1 h of th h · r ai Y t e association ese t ree disciplines, one of which LINACRE QUARTERLY 
ogy, suggests a unique potential lbe private Catholic university and 
medical school. Recent interpreta­lilllls of our Federal Constitution make ta cooperation difficult for the tax­
ll)IPOrted secular university. Another reason for the Catholic medical school is a tradition which is older than the inclusion of medicine 
as a part of the university. For cen­turies the Church has evidenced con­
cern for the sick both as an apostolate 
and as an expression of its practice of the virtue of Charity. As the hos­pital has become complex, comparedto its early beginnings under theguidance of the Church, so the careof the sick as a professional respon­sibility has become complicated. Con­cern for the sick should and now doesinclude the discovery, diffusion, and application of knowledge relevant to the health sciences. This is as synony­mous with the accurate description of the functions of a medical school as research, teaching, and service. The recent advances of medicine as 
a scientific discipline have caused a widespread concern for the availability of effective medical care. Health is ?OW so highly valued that it seems unperative for the Church to evidence 
not less but more concern for the 
health of the body and mind of man. 
The training as well . as utilization of 
healt�. personnel and especially the phys1c1an are apostolates of signifi­
can� value. considering the importance which society attaches to the pursuit of health. 
The need for the educational com­
panent of the Catholic medical school IS c�nsist_ent with the purposes of a 
Jesuit university. St. Ignatius included m the dedication of the order which he founded, the goal of producing 
lead�rs to leaven society for good. M�d1cal publications abound with edi­
torials urging the physician to evidence the leadership which society expects of the physician as an educated man. PEBR.UARY, 1965 
Educational institutions in general at­tempt the development of educated men and of graduates who are leaders. But if we have need for Catholic edu­cation at any level, we must recognize the unique opportunity for the leader whose education and therefore his leadership may include Christian moti­vation for the application of medical sciences. In our view, only such moti­vation can lead society to its ultimate goal for the greatest good. The school of medicine shares the purposes and capabilitie2s of the uni­versity. The need for a Catholic school is similar to the need for a Catholic 
university. Newman, in opposition to some of his contemporary commenta­tors on education, described the es­sence of the university to be a seat of literature and science. He thought this essence of a university to be indepen­dent of its relation to the Church. But he added that practically speaking the university to fulfill its object must have the assistance of the Church. "The Church," he said, "was necessary for the integrity of the university." The university and its medical school have among their primary goals the seeking of truth. A basic science such 
as biochemistry includes the same facts and theories in a Catholic as in a secular medical school. The basic scientist and the clinician seek knowl­
edge regarding their respective scien­tific disciplines. It is in the applicationof knowledge that a difference is to be expected between the secular and the Catholic medical school. It is in the 
application of knowledge that the Catholic medical school may evidence the integrity mentioned by Newman. The Catholic university and its school of medicine perform the proper work of the Church, leading mankind not to health alone but to health and to God. The Catholic medical school is unique in its ability to seek scientific knowledge not as a secular end but as evidence that man exists under God. 
